
 
 

 

 

August 4, 2020 
 
Senator Pat Toomey 
248 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Senator Toomey, 

As Christians, we are called to care for and to protect the most vulnerable members in 
society. The principles of Catholic Social Justice also tell us that we have a responsibility 
to participate in politics out of a concern for, and commitment to, the good of the 
community. In a secular democracy, the right to vote is the closest thing we have to a 
sacrament. Catholic Sisters are keenly familiar with the challenges that this pandemic 
presents for the most vulnerable in our society. 

The COVID-19 pandemic is revealing so many ways that our nation falls short in 
protecting the most vulnerable. In particular, older people and people with underlying 
health issues are feeling discounted and endangered by risky policies and decisions that 
fail to put lives first. As the economy continues opening up and infection rates swell, 
those fearful of risking their lives feel like afterthoughts. Those at highest risk from the 
virus must remain in isolation and give up participating in many aspects of society to 
protect themselves.  

But no one should have to choose between their health and their fundamental right to 
vote—and no one needs to if our election administrators are given the resources they 
need. COVID-19 has already had real and substantial impacts on several state primary 
elections that could have been avoided. State officials scrambled to balance public health 

notices and stay at home restrictions with voting rights and election turn-out. In many 
cases these primaries ended up confusing, endangering, frustrating, and sometimes 
disenfranchising, voters. 

We are gravely concerned about the implications of these primaries on the general 
election in November. Congress must take steps now to provide states with emergency 
funding and guidance to address both voting rights and public safety concerns. Over 550 
public health and political science experts from 47 states across the country signed an 
open statement about the importance of making proactive reforms to protect the health 
and safety of voters in the upcoming elections (1). There is a clear path forward to 
conduct fair and successful elections in the midst of a pandemic. However, that path 
requires Congress to pass $3.6B in funding to support state and local authorities for 
necessary safety measures like: 

• Expanding vote by mail options with paid postage 

• Adjusting polling place operations to avoid crowds and allow for social distancing 



 

• Recruiting a new generation of poll workers, since most are over 60 and 
considered high-risk 

• Providing online registrations options for voters. 

• Educating the public about operational changes that might impact how they cast 
their ballots 

Sen. Toomey, as a Catholic person of faith, we are asking you to enable each and every 
American to participate in our election come November. We depend on lawmakers like 
you to provide our elderly and most vulnerable voters with an assurance that they will at 
least be able to make their voices heard by safely casting a ballot. Please pass $3.6B in 
emergency election funding so that our general election does not become another 
instance where those at highest risk lose their right to participate in civil society.  

Sincerely, 

[the below 271 Catholic Sisters] 

 

Source:  

(1) https://ucs-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/science-and-democracy/polsci-and-
pubhealth-open-letter.pdf 

 



Sr. Mary Ann Adams, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Rose Adams, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Theresa Ahern, ST 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Jean Miriam T Alfonsi, IHM 
Havertown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathleen Anderson, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Dorothy Apprich, SSJ 
Erdenheim, PA 
 

Sr. Donna Ariente, IHM 
Springfield, PA 
 

 
Sr. Pat Ash, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jean Louise Bachetti, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Alice Badey, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Janelle Banko, SHS 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joyce Bell, IHM 
Secane, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Birtwistle, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Catherine Blahut, SOSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Carole Blazina, SC 
Bethel Park, PA 
 

Sr. James Bones, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Margaret Bonner, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Alice Boyle, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Peg Boyle, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Barbara Brigham, MMS 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Lucille Brislin, RSM 
Dallas, PA 
 

Sr. Mary Ellen Broderick, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Danad Brysch, CSSF 
Beaver Falls, PA 
 

 
Sr. Elizabeth Bullen, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Anne Marie Burton, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jeanette Bussen, SSJ 
Baden, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Butler, SSJ 
Cheltenham, PA 
 

Sr. Cecelia J Cavanaugh, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Donna Cicalese, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth Clark, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 



Sr. Kathryn Clauss, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Sue Clay, SSJ 
Baden, PA 
 

 
Sr. Rose Colanzi, OSF 
Reading, PA 
 

Sr. Eileen Coleman, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Cynthia Comiskey, SSJ 
Conway, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jane Connolly, IHM 
Simpson, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Costelli, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Carol Couchara, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Barbara Craig, RSM 
Dallas, PA 
 

Sr. Susan Cronin, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Jane Daily, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Colleen Dauerbach, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Rosemary Davis, IHM 
Springfield, PA 
 

 
Sr. Nancy DeCesare, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Frances DeLisle, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Elizabeth DeMerchant, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Ann Destefano, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Melanie Di Pietro, SC 
Greensburg, PA 
 

Sr. Karen Dietrich, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Clare DiGregorio, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Carolyn Dimick, IHM 
Springfield, PA 
 

Sr. Elaine Dombi, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marie Michele Donnelly, RSM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary T Dooley, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Bernadette Dougherty, SSJ 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 
 

 
Sr. Margaret Mary Dougherty, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Regina Dougherty, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Doyle, SHCJ 
Rosemont, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathleen Duffy, SSJ 
Glenside, PA 
 

 
Sr. Theresa Duffy, IHM 
Shenandoah, PA 
 



Sr. Sister Joan Dugan, SSJ 
Bethlehem, PA 
 

 
Sr. Irene Dunn, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Ehling, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Maureen Erdlen, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Sheila Falls, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Victoria Fanino, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Farrant, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Barbara Farrell, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Farrell, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Jean Faustman, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joanne Fehrenbach, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Barbara Ferraiolo, SSJ 
Pliladelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Maria Fest, CDP 
Wakefield, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jane Field, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Linda Filipponi, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Mary Finnick, GNSH 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Nancy Fitzgerald, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Agnes Mary Foy, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Marilyn Foy, SBS 
Bensalem, PA 
 

 
Sr. Madeline Franze, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Annette Frey, SC 
Uniontown, PA 
 

Sr. Noreen Friel, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Julie Gabell, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Alice Gallagher, SSJ 
Richboro, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Gannon, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patricia Gannon, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Gardiner, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Cara Garofalo, OSF 
Reading, PA 
 

 
Sr. Margaret Garvin, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Georgette Gaviolii, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 



Sr. Johanna Gedaka, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Justine Geiger, RSM 
Oil City, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Louise Gentilini, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Judith Geschke, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Smyra Gilbart, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Maryann Golonka, HM 
Villa Maria, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Gradl, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Vera Green, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Rosemarie Gregorio, IHM 
Simpson, PA 
 

Sr. Mariann Guiniven, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Susan Hadzima, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Frances Hart, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Sharon Hedrick, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Carol Heffner, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Elizabeth Heller, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Doris Hepp, CSJ 
Beaver Falls, PA 
 

 
Sr. Barbara Hiester, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Higgins, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Georgeann Hinger, IHM 
Stafford, PA 
 

 
Sr. Sarah Ann Holmes, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Joan Huggard, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Teresa Jacobs, SCC 
Williamsport, PA 
 

 
Sr. Janet Jeffers, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Virginia Jenkins, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Mary Juliano, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne Kalbron, IHM 
Springfield, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jan Marie Kalyan, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Louise Kane, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathleen Kean, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Kelly, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 



Sr. Patricia Kelly, SSJ 
Richboro, PA 
 

 
Sr. Frances Kirk, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marlene Kline, OSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

Sr. Paula M. Knox, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Christine Konopelski, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Donna Korba, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Barbara Kotzmanj, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Regina Kovalik, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Constance Kozel, RSM 
Dallas, PA 
 

Sr. Janet Kramer, OSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Regina Kropp, SSJ 
Lafayette Hill, PA 
 

 
Sr. Rose Patrice Kuhn, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Regina Laurich, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marjorie Lawless, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Esther Lee, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Barbara Lenarcic, HM 
Villa Maria, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne Leonard, SSJ 
McSherrystown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Catherine LeTourneau, IHM 
Bensalem, PA 
 

Sr. Lauretta Linsalata, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Dominica Lo Bianco, OSF 
Aston, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anna Marie Loftus, IHM 
Wayne, PA 
 

Sr. Patricia Loughrey, SSJ 
Hanover, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Lydon, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Eileen Lynch, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Rita Lynch, MHSH 
North East, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joann MacDonald, SSJ 
Springfield, PA 
 

 
Sr. Maureen MacElderry, SSJ 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 
 

Sr. Therese MacKenzie, SHCJ 
Haverford, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathleen Mackerer, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joanne Madden, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 



Sr. Kathleen Malone, OSF 
Reading, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Catherine Manley, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Eleanor Marconi, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Rita Marotta, IHM 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Joan Mattes, OSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Ann McAlpin, IHM 
Strafford, PA 
 

Sr. Rosanne McCabe, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Carroll McCaffrey, SSJ 
Lansdale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne McCarthy, OSB 
Erie, PA 
 

Sr. Cass McConnell, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Miriam McConomy, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Bridget McCullough, IHM 
Havertown, PA 
 

Sr. Beatrice McElrone, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary McFadden, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Elizabeth McGeown, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

Sr. Cathy McGowan, SSJ 
Chester, PA 
 

 
Sr. Rose McHugh, IHM 
West Chester, PA 
 

 
Sr. Arleen McKenna, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Mary McLaughlin, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathy McShane, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Betty McVeigh, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Elizabeth Meizinger, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Elizabeth Meizinger, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patricia Mensing, SSJ 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 
 

Sr. Mary Meyer, OSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Christine Mihelich, IHM 
Dunmore, PA 
 

 
Sr. Janet Milan, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

Sr. Kathryn Miller, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joanne Mongelli, SSJ 
Warminster, PA 
 

 
Sr. Dolores Moriarty, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 



Sr. Eileen Moughan, SHCJ 
Drexel Hill, PA 
 

 
Sr. Loretta Mulry, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Antoinette Munafo, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Jean Murin, RSM 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marilyn Muro, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Renee F. Murphy, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

Sr. Ellen Murray, RSM 
Blue Bell, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joan Murray, SC 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne Myers, SSJ 
Warminster, PA 
 

Sr. Lillian Needham, SSJ 
Haddon Heights, PA 
 

 
Sr. Catherine Nerney, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patricia O’Donnell, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Linda O’Mara, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Leonissa OBrien, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marie O'Brien, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Mary OConnell, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patrizia O'Connor, IHM 
Bensalem, PA 
 

 
Sr. Maria Reparata ODonnell, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Judith Oliver, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Ruth O'Neill, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Teresa Oravec, CDP 
Allison Park, PA 
 

Sr. Mariam Pfeifer, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. MaryAnn Pfund, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Veronice Plewinski, OSF 
Reading, PA 
 

Sr. Kari Pohl, CSJ 
Aliquippa, PA 
 

 
Sr. Ellen Poist, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Price, SC 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Sr. Joan Quinn, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Diane Rabe, OSB 
Erie, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joanne Ralph, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 



Sr. Eileen Reilly, IHM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Agnes Reimann, SSJ 
Erdenheim, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marie Rein, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Catherine Roche, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patti Rossi, CSJ 
Lilly, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jane Russell, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Rosemary Ryan, MMS 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Regina Sandoli, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Louise Schuck, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Judith Scranton, SSJ 
Lafayette Hill, PA 
 

 
Sr. Joyce Serratore, SC 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

 
Sr. Teresa Shaw, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Patricia Sheehan, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathryn Shelly, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Terry Shields, MSHR 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

Sr. Celesta Sinisi, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Skopal, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Ignatia Smith, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Rosemarie Sommers, MSC 
Reading, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Sopczynski, MMS 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Virginia Stanton, SSJ 
Flourtown, PA 
 

Sr. Jacquelyn Staub, SSJ 
Hanover, PA 
 

 
Sr. Victoria Staub, SSJ 
McSherrystown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Donna Stephenson, SOSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

Sr. Grace Surdovel, IHM 
Kingston, PA 
 

 
Sr. Madeline Swaboski, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Theresa Talbot, IHM 
Bensalem, PA 
 

Sr. Margaret Thompson, SSJ 
Erdenheim, PA 
 

 
Sr. Eileen Tiernan, IHM 
Malvern, PA 
 

 
Sr. Donna Tracy, CDP 
Allison Park, PA 
 



Sr. Mary Trainer, RSM 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Jo Ann Trama, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patricia Travaline, MMS 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Mary Unger, SSJ 
McSherrystown, PA 
 

 
Sr. Janice Urbanec, IHM 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Alma Vandervest, SC 
Greensburg, PA 
 

Sr. Marie Vanston, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Frankie Vaughan, MMS 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Patricia Vetrano, RSM 
Merion, PA 
 

Sr. Vincentia Vincentia Dorsey, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Martha Wachtel, ASC 
Lancaster, PA 
 

 
Sr. Mary Walsh, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Patt Walsh, IHM 
Scranton, PA 
 

 
Sr. Marian Wehler, OSB 
Oil City, PA 
 

 
Sr. Elizabeth Welding, IHM 
Broomall, PA 
 

Sr. Lorraine Wesolowski, OSF 
Warrendale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Melanie Weyand, RSM 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

 
Sr. Kathleen White, SSJ 
McSherrystown, PA 
 

Sr. Sharon White, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Helen Wiegmann, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Janet Wingert, CSR 
Meadowbrook, PA 
 

Sr. Rita Woehlcke, SSJ 
Lansdale, PA 
 

 
Sr. Diane Wolf, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne Wood, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

Sr. Beth Woodward, IHM 
Bryn Mawr, PA 
 

 
Sr. Anne Wootten, RSM 
Wynnewood, PA 
 

 
Sr. Renee Yann, RSM 
Merion, PA 
 

Sr. Sophie Yondura, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 
 

 
Sr. Maryanne Zakreski, SSJ 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
Sr. Alicia Zapata, RSM 
Merion, PA 
 



Sr. Carol Zupancic, SOSF 
Warrendale, PA 
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